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Background

The Development

The story of the Ormond Weaver Golf 
Academy starts in 2009 when Whangarei 
Boys’ High School (WBHS) established a 
golf programme to support and develop 
the schools golf team.  An invitation was 
sent to a number of boys to participate in 
coaching sessions with local professional 
Quenton Diment. The boys travelled with 
a school staff member every Tuesday to 
attend the sessions at Northland Golf Club.  

Late in 2010, with the coaching 
programme well established, Teacher-
in-charge of Golf Phil Eady, and the 
WBHS Old Boys’ Association Secretary 
Greg Weaver discussed the evolution 
of golf at WBHS and the possible next 
steps. A purpose built golf facility on 
school grounds was suggested to take the 
programme to the next level, not only to 
nurture existing talent but also to:

•	 Establish a high quality teaching 
facility on-site.

•	 Promote the school as a school of 
difference and a preferred place of 
learning.

WBHS is one of a few schools in New Zealand with surplus land so a suitable site was able to be 
identified relatively quickly. After some initial planning and drawings, and obtaining permission from 
the School’s Board of Trustees, things were put in motion.

Plans started as simply placing a prefab building down filling it with nets and cameras for the coach 
to use, and evolved to a purpose built 15mx5m garage, with it The Ormond Weaver Golf Academy 
was born.

Early on it was identified that the success of this facility may very well come down to the standard of 
technology that was installed. Golf Technologies provided expert assistance to design the right set-up 
to meet the coaching and learning needs of students. The studio includes:

•	 Provide the opportunity to achieve 
excellence in golf.

•	 Provide the opportunity to all new 
students to experience the game of golf 
through the PE curriculum.

•	 Establish a competitive golf team at 
Northland and NZ secondary school 
competitions.

•	 Instill a work ethic that encourages the 
boys to strive for the best results, both 
sporting and academically.

•	 Benefit the school through attracting 
boys from outside Whangarei including 
International Students. 

While the proposed facility was 
predominantly to grow the School golf 
programme, the WBHS Old Boys’ Association 
also wanted to provide the wider Whangarei 
golf community with a facility to improve 
their own game, whether they be new to the 
sport or an established player.
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•	 Multiple high speed cameras and software to provide detailed video swing analysis 
•	 Swing Catalyst Balance lab to measure weight transfer in your swing 
•	 Flightscope monitor to track club movement and ball flight

•	 A golf simulator system allowing play on over 80 golf course

Outside an artificial putting green and a tee block were added with targets for the golfers to chip/pitch 
to, becoming the chip/pitch/putt complex that was envisaged.  Three additional practice nets have 
been added for golfers to practice their full swing.

This initiative led to a growing number of students attending The School who were interested in 
competitive golf and would like the opportunity to be involved in a personalised programme.  That 
programme is structured to encompass:

•	 Course management skills 
•	 Knowledge of equipment 
•	 Game preparation skills 
•	 Life skills
•	 Short game skills 
•	 Self-discipline and control 
•	 Basic full swing motion and sequence drills 
•	 Understanding the short game

The facility has proven to be a drawcard for many of the School’s golfers who spend interval and 
lunchtime at the facility practising their chipping and putting.  When plans were first drafted for the 
new facility in 2010, there were 8 students in the golf programme. This year saw 26 students register.

The academy is also very fortunate to have had the services of Whangarei’s top professional coaches, 
originally with Quenton Diment who left in 2014, and now Matthew Davis, who is the school coach, 
and Ray Houghton who uses the facility for his own clientele.

The facility was officially opened for business in October 2013.
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Use of the facility

Since its opening, the facility has taken centre place in the operations of the WBHS Old Boys’ 
Association.  Its use is ever increasing and includes:

•	 Coaching for WBHS students every Tuesday
•	 Coaching for individual clients by local professionals Matthew Davis and Ray Houghton
•	 Group clinics for local golfers
•	 School group visits
•	 Corporate team challenges
•	 Casual use by individuals and groups during wet weather
•	 District Academy coaching sessions
•	 Charity fundraising events
•	 Staff functions

Competitive success so far

Whangarei Boys’ High School golfers have been remarkably successful in recent years, both as a team 
and as individuals.  

2012
1st Team - Asia Pacific World Secondary School Golf Championship
Winner - Northland Secondary Schools Team of the Year
Winner - Northland Secondary School Golfer of the Year (Chase McKeown)

2013
1st Team - Asia Pacific World Secondary School Golf Championship
1st Team - NZ Secondary School Golf Championship
Winner - Northland Secondary Schools Team of the Year
1st Individual - NZ Men’s Amateur Championship (Kadin Neho)
1st Individual – NZ Junior Tiger Under 14 Boys (Julian Fowler)

2014 
2nd Team - NZ Secondary School Golf Championship 
1st Individual - NZ Secondary School Golf Championship (Christian Nitsche)

2015 
4th Team - NZ Secondary School Golf Championship

Individual
Kadin Neho (2013 to 2015) and Luke Brown (2016) selected in the NZ Development Squad
Numerous students selected in Northland senior and junior representative teams
Several WBHS students have won Northland age group titles and senior opens
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Aspirations of the future

One major objective achieved was to provide a point of difference for Whangarei Boys’.  It is now a 
matter of leveraging this to not only attract new local students but also those from outside the district, 
including international students.

We are yet to see a huge involvement from the PE side of the school curriculum and that is 
something we would like to see happen in 2016.  Many of the 26 students registered to be part of the 
golf programme this year are new to the game of golf so that is ticking one of the boxes.  It is our 
desire to change the perceptions so that golf is not seen as an elite sport but one that everybody can 
be part of and enjoy.

From a competitive view point WBHS is going through a rebuilding phase as we identify the talent 
that is going to represent the school over the next 4 to 5 years. 

Further engagement with the people of Whangarei to raise awareness of the facility is a key priority. 
Despite numerous advertising and marketing attempts, the facility still remains one of Whangarei’s 
best kept secrets.  It received good exposure recently however through the 24 hour Golfathon event. 
It is charity events such as this, along with corporate challenges and staff events that will bring the 
facility to the attention of the local community.

We also look to grow our relationship with the District Association and local golf clubs. Golf Northland 
are investigating being more involved through its Junior Academy activities and Sherwood Park Golf 
Club have expressed in running a tournament over the winter months. 
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Conclusion

Whangarei Boys’ High School is fortunate 
to be one of only a few secondary 
schools in New Zealand that has such 
a programme and facility available to 
its students. For the WBHS Old Boys’ 
Association, who run the facility, it is 
hoped that many more people will get 
involved and use the facility regularly.

Visitors are welcome to drop in to play a 
round at one of the many golf courses on 
the simulator, practice your short game 
or use the swing analysis software to fine 

tune their swing.  All enquiries can 
be directed to Greg Weaver, Secretary 
WBHS Old Boys’ Association, either 
by phone: 027 435 5178 or email: 
g.weaver@wbhs.school.nz.

For more information on this case 
study contact the Community Golf 
Team at New Zealand Golf on  
09 485 3230.

mailto:g.weaver@wbhs.school.nz

